
Allegations raised

Disagreement over  
arrangements  
for the child/children

Negotiations through 
solicitors/mediation

Application to the court (C100/C1/C1A/C79)

Urgent hearing/ 
Without notice hearing

Consideration of Fact 
finding hearing if 

allegations are raised: 
domestic abuse 
of child abuse

Allocation/Gatekeeping 
Safeguarding checks 
completed by Cafcass

First Hearing Dispute 
Resolution Appointment 

(FHDRA)

Directions considered 
such as statements and 
of section 7 reports by 

Cafcass or the Local 
Authority, police

Dispute Resolutions 
Hearing (DRA)

Final Hearing

Final Order

Exception/extremely 
urgent case

Parties reach agreement

Consideration as to 
agreement to be made 

into an order and 
submitted for approval

Mediation successful Mediation not successful

Interim order made/
directions

If agreed is reached by 
agreement/negotiation


